Water Education

Carolyn Tucker

Elissa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast, a short podcast produced by the Department of Water. It starts with a question, and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream.

Zack Cunningham: Thanks for tuning in to the Aquacast, once again this is Zack Cunningham, and today I’m here with Carolyn Tucker, Water Education Specialist here at DWR. Thanks for joining me, Carolyn.  

Carolyn Tucker: You’re welcome. 

Zack Cunningham: Well, water awareness is obviously really important in California where water is so crucial for our state in so many ways. So, what is your role as a water education specialist here at DWR? 

Carolyn Tucker: Well, I coordinate the school education program for the department, and one of our primary goals is to provide water education materials free to teachers and students. We have an online catalog, the water facts and fun catalog for teachers, they can go up on the website and order directly online. We also promote our materials and our DVDs through teacher events, conferences for teachers, through special events like the Salmon Festival and the Creek Week event and events like that.  

Zack Cunningham: So, a lot of your work deals with youth education and schools with curriculum. What sorts of things do you have at other venues, like you said the Salmon Festival and events like that? 

Carolyn Tucker: Well, we have some exhibits that we take out, and these are hands-on exhibits that we had developed. The most popular is our giant hamburger, and each piece of the hamburger as the kids feel it and open it up, it tells you how much water it takes to make the different parts of the hamburger. We have a big water cycle model that kids get to make it rain over this big landscape, and it demonstrates the water cycle and it shows them how water flows over geography, so those are some other things we do.

Zack Cunningham: Well, it sounds like teaching water awareness in California is a huge topic. What would you say your main goal is?  
Carolyn Tucker: Well, a main goal for kids is to learn how important and how vital water is in California. We also just want kids to learn about California’s geography, how California is laid out, where the water resources are, and how much they depend on water for all the things they use every day. So those are some of the important things we’ve been promoting. 

Zack Cunningham: If listeners would like some more information on this or maybe to heck out the online catalog you were mentioning, what’s the website? 

Carolyn Tucker: The easiest way to do it is when you’re on the DWR website, I always tell teachers, go to the publications link. It’s always easier to find things on the publications link on our homepage.  

Zack Cunningham: Great, well, thanks for joining me today Carolyn.    

Carolyn Tucker: Okay, thank you.  

Elissa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment@water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll here the answer on the next DWR Aquacast.
