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Elissa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast, a short podcast produced by the Department of Water Resources. It starts with a question, and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream.

Amy Norris: I’m here with John Andrew, the Executive Manager for Climate Change at the Department of Water Resources. John, we recently released our climate change whitepaper, can you tell me about that?

John Andrew: Sure, I’d love to Amy. We’ve been working on this whitepaper for a large part of 2008, and one of the things that we really wanted to do with this whitepaper was to focus the California water community on adaptation. As you may know, there’s two parts to climate change, two aspects of it. There’s the mitigation side, which is being handled on behalf of State Government by the California Air Resources Board, with the implementation of AB32, which was passed in 2006. So there’s quite a bit of activity right now in State Government focusing on mitigation: how we reduce our carbon footprint, how we reduce greenhouse gas emissions across California. But just as importantly, we need to adapt to those changes in the climate that we can’t mitigate. Mitigation’s very important but it’ll take many years, decades, for out mitigation responses to start having an impact on our climate. In the meantime we have all these emissions, the legacy of all of our activities over the past 100, 150 years in society, and they’re already in the atmosphere, there’s nothing we can do about them, they’re changing the climate already, and we’re going to basically have to live with those impacts. So that’s really what we wanted to do with this whitepaper was to take a look at what can we do now to start adapting to climate change?

Amy Norris: So who will this benefit, who is this being distributed to, who will read it and who will use it?
John Andrew: Well, I hope a lot of people will read it; it was intended to start and focus a discussion about adaptation, specifically in the water sector in California. I think our target audience is very wide, it’s very diverse. It’s for California legislature because they make the decisions, set the policy for the State of California. It’s for water agencies across the state. Much of our water decision-making in California happens at the local and regional level; in fact I’d say that the majority of decision-making happens at that level, so it’s very important for local and regional agencies to look at this. I think it’s important for non-governmental organizations, nonprofit groups as well, because one of our main strategies in the whitepaper is integrated regional water management, IRWM, which is a partnership between water agencies and other stakeholders on a watershed level. So we’re hoping to have a very wide audience of the whitepaper.

Amy Norris: If you’d like an opportunity to discuss the strategies in the white paper, there is a climate change summit, November 13th and 14th. For more information about the climate change forum and to read the white paper, visit water.ca.gov/climatechange. 

Elissa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment@water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll here the answer on the next DWR Aquacast.
