Greening DWR

Nate Frank

Elissa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast, a short podcast produced by the Department of Water Resources. It starts with a question, and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream.

Zack Cunningham: Thanks for tuning in to the Aquacast. Once again, this is Zack Cunningham, and today I’m here with Nate Frank, sustainability project specialist here at DWR, and he’s been working on greening the department. Thanks for joining me, Nate.

Nate Frank: Thanks for having me, Zack. 

Zack Cunningham: So what does Greening DWR mean?
Nate Frank: Well, it means rethinking our business practices in order to protect, restore, and enhance the environment. The way we can accomplish this is by conserving our energy and water, reducing waste and pollution, recycling, purchasing recycled products, and implementing green building measures.  

Zack Cunningham: Can you tell me about a few things you guys are doing to green the department?
Nate Frank: Well, last April we had our first Green Week event; we had daily environmental blurbs on our green page, we had a green office clean up, and we also had an E-waste drop off event. 

Zack Cunningham: Are you guys planning another Green Week for next year?

Nate Frank: Yes, hopefully we are going to have our next event in April of next year. 

Zack Cunningham: Sure.

Nate Frank: We’ve developed a greening DWR page, and that has links that include working green, living green and building green. We’re planning a road show where we’re going to go around to our offices and facilities and try to provide guidance and direction for the greening of our organization. Also, for the first year, we registered in CCAR, which is Climate Action Registry, and it records all of our greenhouse gas emissions. 
Zack Cunningham:  So we can work on reducing that as well?  

Nate Frank: Definitely. 

Zack Cunningham: Good. So what kind of things are you working on to maybe implement in the future? 

Nate Frank:  Well, green building design is a big one. That’s where we must meet LEED standards of silver or better. We’re greening our fleet, and we’re doing this by increasing our use of alternative fuel vehicles and equipment, and also sustainable operations. We’re doing that by increasing awareness of recycling, reducing, and reusing, and also purchasing environmentally preferred products. 

Zack Cunningham: So why is greening DWR so important?

Nate Frank: Well it’s important because it improves all aspects of the business environment, and promotes DWR’s mission to protect, restore, and enhance our natural and human environments. By going green, we can save money and resources by reducing energy, water, and waste, we reduce our impact on climate change by reducing our greenhouse gas emissions, and it shows that we are socially and environmentally committed to developing and employing practices that benefit our employees, the community, and the environment. 

Zack Cunningham: Great, well I’m glad to hear we’re putting so much effort into greening DWR. 

Nate Frank: Definitely.

Zack Cunningham: Well, thanks for joining me, Nate, to answer this important question.

Nate Frank: Thanks a lot, Zack. 

Zack Cunningham: There’s never been a better time to think about the environment, and DWR is stepping up to help reduce our impact, and be more sustainable. For more information on greening the department, and tips on how you can help join the effort, DWR employees can visit aquanet.water.ca.gov/dwrgreen. 

Elissa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment@water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll here the answer on the next DWR Aquacast.
