August 2009 Water Press Conference, day two

Paul Rodriguez

Elissa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast, a short podcast produced by the Department of Water Resources. It starts with a question, and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream.

Eric Alvarez: Thanks for tuning in to part two of this three-part Aquacast. I’m Eric Alvarez. On Tuesday, August 18th, the California Latino Water Coalition held a news conference on the East steps of the Capitol. More than a hundred politicians, business owners, and farm laborers from throughout the Central Valley came out to voice their concerns over a mandate from two federal fishery agencies limiting the amount of water being pumped from the Delta to Valley farms because of environmental issues in the Delta.  One of the participants we spoke with was actor, comedian and valley farm owner Paul Rodriguez, who is a leading activist on behalf of the coalition. He says the lack of water is creating severe consequences for people who live and work in the Central Valley. 

I saw you on Fox news, I saw you out there in ground zero, what’s the situation like from ground zero?

Paul Rodriguez: Well, there are people there for whom it’s already too late. Everything they inherited or bought or whatever it is, it’s almost lost. I’m not exaggerating. Now that might not mean a whole lot to the people living in the urban cities, because right now we are the ones who are suffering, they figure it’s big Ag, they accuse us of being big agriculture. They say well, we’ve got the resources, we’ll dig a well or somehow we’ll survive and (the Central Valley) will get by without having to have a bond. But I’m no Chicken Little going around this state telling you that the water shortage is going to come to loggerheads. There is no way you can have extreme environmental species loss, zero allocation to the farmer, and expect us to just lay down and die. Well, we’re not! We’re going to do whatever it takes to secure water for us and our families. 

Eric Alvarez: To that extent you sound pessimistic, and I’ve been talking to a number of people who seem optimistic, do you think something’s going to get done here before the end of the session? 
Paul Rodriguez: This legislation has a big responsibility, and again I pay them kudos, I know the Governor’s been on our side, he’s worked hard, but everybody seems to think that we’ll get the water next time. There’s no next time, you know? I’ve got to commend this Governor, he’s had the courage to stand up to it, because no Governor since Pat Brown, not Ronald Reagan, not Deukmejian, not Wilson, not Gray, none of these people have had the courage to put this at a forefront. It’s something that every Governor including this would could have said “ah, you know, let the next guy handle it.” We’re already far behind. If we don’t put dams, endangered species or not, we’re not going to have a choice. You either want to eat, or you want to get your vegetables from where? Are you going to trust somebody else for your food? That’s pretty much Al Qaeda’s dream, right? You couldn’t dream of a better scenario to affect us, affect our water source, our food. If I wanted to terrorize this nation, that’s how I’d do it. I can’t overemphasize; I don’t know what words to use. If we don’t secure water with dams, and if we have to live without spotted owls, we’ll live without spotted owls. We’ve tried everything; we’ve tried the Secretary of the Interior, they put us with Mr. Hayes. Now, if you know anything about this man, he practically wrote the laws that we’re opposing. It’s like trying to get the devil to go to church.
Eric Alvarez: On part three of this Aquacast, we feature some thoughts from those who took part in the news conference itself. For more information on the environmental issues facing the Delta, visit our website at water.ca.gov. 

Elissa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment@water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll hear the answer on the next DWR Aquacast.
