California State Fair preview

Dorothy Benjamin, Mike Miller, Amy Norris

Elissa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast, a short podcast produced by the Department of Water Resources that provides you with information and entertains you with knowledge. It starts with a question and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream.

Zack Cunningham: Thanks for tuning in to the Aquacast. I’m Zack Cunningham, and this week at DWR we’re gearing up for this year’s California State Fair. I’m here with Dorothy Benjamin, the community outreach manager for DWR, and she’s been working on the fair for the last six years. Dorothy, what’s the theme of this year’s exhibit?

Dorothy Benjamin: The title of this year’s exhibit is California’s World-Class Delta. The idea to do this exhibit came about as a wrap up of last year’s exhibit, and the Delta was one of the suggestions. 

Zack Cunningham: So, why does DWR put on such a big exhibit at the State Fair? 

Dorothy Benjamin: Well, my role is to educate the public and the media about the department, and the fair provides an excellent venue. They draw over 800,000 people. So you’ve got a wonderful audience to educate them on various topics that the department is involved with. This year’s exhibit: we wanted to accomplish three things. We wanted the public to know: What is the Delta? Why should I care about the Delta? And why visit the Delta? Because a lot of people don’t know about the Delta. It’s a very complicated topic. 

Zack Cunningham: I’m here in the graphics studio with Mike Miller, the lead designer of this year’s state fair exhibit. Mike, what are some things that people can look forward to at this exhibit?  

Mike Miller: We’re trying to educated people about just where the Delta is, and also to portray to them some of the visual beauty, the scenic beauty, and also recreational opportunities and structural realities that are in the Delta. Levees and things like that. So really, we’re trying to accomplish a lot but I think with the displays, interactive and stand-alone displays, and the center stage acts that we have going, that we’re actually going to be able to pull that in three different dimensions. 
Zack Cunningham: It seems like there’s a lot going on in the Delta right now, and with the drought the way it is and water issues in California, it seems like good timing for education about the Delta. 

Mike Miller: It’s actually perfect timing, and so with all those displays I just mentioned, hopefully as many people who would like to go and can go, will be able to see it played out in different ways. 

Zack Cunningham: Well, thanks Mike. 

Mike Miller: Okay, thank you. 

Zack Cunningham: I’m here now with Amy Norris. You’ve been organizing the volunteers for this year’s event, could you tell us a little bit about that?

Amy Norris: Sure, one of the things that makes our DWR exhibit really special every year is that we do have so many volunteers. This year we have 160 people who are filling over 300 volunteer spots. So that means people aren’t just volunteering once, some people are volunteering many, many times. The four years that I’ve done this, each year that we’ve signed people up, it gets easier and easier because I think the word of mouth, people really enjoy doing it. And this year because our display is about the California Delta, the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, it’s a really great opportunity for our volunteers to learn about something that is so important and so central to what’s happening at Water Resources right now and so important to the state. This year, a little different, we’re asking every volunteer to be an expert. It’s a really good opportunity for people who are new to the department to learn something, and people who have been at the department for many years to share their knowledge with the State Fair goers and people of California. 

Zack Cunningham: Well, thanks Amy.

Amy Norris: You’re welcome. 

Zack Cunningham: The State Fair opens this Friday, August 15th, and we’re looking forward to unveiling California’s World-Class Delta exhibit. For more info on the State Fair, visit www.bigfun.org.
Elissa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment@water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll here the answer on the next DWR Aquacast.
