Hydrovision 2008 Podcast

Leslie Eden and Richard Taylor

Elissa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast, a short podcast produced by the Department of Water Resources that provides you with information and entertains you with knowledge. It starts with a question and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream.

Zack Cunningham: This is Zack Cunningham with DWR Public Affairs Office, and I’m here at the Sacramento Convention Center for Hydrovision 2008. Hydrovision is the largest convention in the world concerning hydroelectricity. It’s a chance for the global community to discuss new technology, climate change, and many other issues that concern the hydroelectric industry.

I’m here now with Leslie Eden, President of HCI, who is putting on this event, we’re at Hydrovision 2008. Leslie, could you tell us a little bit about the scope of Hydrovision? I know this conference has over 60 countries here, it’s a really large platform. Could you tell me a little bit about what’s going on here today?

Leslie Eden: Yeah. Hydrovision 2008 is the 6th time that we have brought together this particular group of people from all over the world. They represent every aspect of interest in a hydropower or dam project, whether it be people who live on a reservoir, all the way up to engineers and regulators who develop projects or sign off on projects. So for them, and a lot of them are from developing countries who are trying to figure out ways to address their water and energy needs, so they’re looking to the State of California to help teach them how to do it and do it right.

Zack Cunningham: That’s great.

Leslie Eden:  It’s exciting!

Zack Cunningham:  Well thank you Leslie for joining me here.

Leslie Eden: You’re welcome.

Zack Cunningham: Okay I’m speaking with Richard Taylor, Director of the International Hydropower association, and we just finished a session concerning climate change and the need to efficiently use natural resources such as water. Richard, what are some ways that California can get the most out of our limited resources?

Richard Taylor:  Okay, I think it’s a major opportunity to harmonize water and energy policy, especially in a context such as California where resources are extremely limited. Both water and energy security are paramount to the economy and the well being of everyone involved. Water storage systems play a role for both protection against flood and drought. Fundamentally if you’re going develop water infrastructure than you’ve got to make the best use of it, and that means make as many synergies as possible in terms of use. You can use the water for many purposes. Hydropower doesn’t consume the water it uses. It can be made available for agriculture, for industry, for domestic consumption, and of course for the environment, and to make sure that all of those pillars of sustainability are addressed. So harmonizing energy and water policy is paramount in our outlook.

Zack Cunningham:  Great, thank you for sharing your perspective with us Richard.

 Richard Taylor: Ok, all the best.

Zack Cunningham: Hydrovision wrapped up this week with informative discussion sessions and tours of Bullards Bar Dam and Oroville Dam. Northern California’s unique waterways made Sacramento an ideal location for this international conference. DWR was happy to be involved, with DWR Director Lestor Snow delivering the opening remarks, and Deputy Director for the State Water Project, Ralph Torres, participating in many of the key panels. For more information, visit Hydrovision on the web at www.hcipub.com/hydrovision.

Elissa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment@water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll here the answer on the next DWR Aquacast.

