SWR Director’s Awards

Elissa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast, a short podcast produced by the Department of Water Resources. It starts with a question, and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream.

Lester Snow: …I hope the people in the front two rows know those are reserved seats, and they’re twenty-five bucks a-head, and that was actually in the budget package, so…(laughter). 
Zack Cunningham: Thanks for tuning in to the Aquacast. Once again this is Zack Cunningham, and today I’m here in the Resources building auditorium for the DWR Director’s Award Ceremony. These annual awards recognize outstanding achievement in the department, and 44 people are being recognized this year. Lets see if I can catch up with a few of the winners.  Ann Marie, what exactly is your title?

Ann Marie Alexander: Well, I’m a retiree now! (Laughter) I’m a Special Events Coordinator for the department.  

Zack Cunningham: So you’ve been doing this for like 20 years? 
Linda Fiack: Well, in and out for different organizations, through the different droughts and floods and everything. 

Zack Cunningham: Is this the first award you’ve won? 

Ann Marie Alexander: Yes it is. 
Zack Cunningham: Well Congratulations!

Ann Marie Alexander: Thank you very much!
Chris Enright: My name is Chris Enright, and I work for the Suisun Marsh Planning Section of DWR, and primarily we’re working on understanding hydrodynamics, biological, chemical, physical processes in the estuary, geared toward restoration of landscapes. 

 Zack Cunningham: How long have you been with DWR?

Chris Enright: 20 years. 

Zack Cunningham: Is this your first award?

Chris Enright: It is. 

Zack Cunningham: Well congratulations. 

Chris Enright: Thank you.

Mary An Parker: I’m Mary Ann Parker and I work for the Office of Chief Counsel, and I was the Law Librarian there for 19 years. 

Zack Cunningham: Wow, is this your first award?

Mary Ann Parker: No, I won one about ten years ago. 

Zack Cunningham: Well, you must be doing something right then. 

Mary Ann Parker: I guess!

Zack Cunningham: Well congratulations.

Mary Ann Parker: Thank you very much. 

Zack Cunningham: I’m here with Lester Snow, Director of DWR; you just got done delivering about 44 of the Director’s Awards. What’s the significance of these awards?  

Lester Snow: Well, it’s the one time each year that we take a break and recognize all the hard work that’s been done. If we didn’t do this, it’d be people churning away doing an awful lot of work and there would just be more work to do. So we try to pause at least once a year to recognize outstanding contributions to the Department and to the State. 

Zack Cunningham: Thanks Lester. Well, that wraps up the 2009 Director’s Awards. For a recap of the awards, be sure to check Aquanet for a full list of the winners, coming soon.   

Elissa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment@water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll hear the answer on the next DWR Aquacast.
