The Lower Yolo Bypass

Linda Fiack

Elissa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast, a short podcast produced by the Department of Water Resources. It starts with a question, and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream.

Zack Cunningham: Thanks for tuning in to the Aquacast. Once again this is Zack Cunningham, and today I’m here again with Linda Fiack, Executive Director of the Delta Protection Commission. Thanks for joining me, Linda. 

Linda Fiack: Thanks for having me and for your interest in the Delta. 

Zack Cunningham: You’re welcome. Well, Linda, last time you were on the Aquacast we spoke about the Delta and your work with the DPC, and one of the things we focused on was that the Delta is a term that gets used to refer to the entire Delta area, but it’s actually a diverse landscape with various regions. Are there specific programs for the particular regions of the Delta?  
Linda Fiack: Oh yes, I’m glad you asked. We do have one project underway that really exemplifies that diversity: it’s the Lower Yolo Bypass Planning Forum. The purpose of it is to provide a stakeholder-based approach to address the longstanding challenges related to both land and water management in the lower bypass. The unique part of it is the project area is actually from the lower part of Fish and Game Yolo Wildlife Area but it goes all the way downstream to Rio Vista. So this is a real good opportunity for landowners, managers, reclamation districts, and interested parties to get involved in that process and really develop a management plan from their perspective and collaboratively rather than have a management plan imposed on them. 
Zack Cunningham: What exactly is the planning forum working on right now?   
Linda Fiack: The first part of it was primarily educational: for people to really learn and share and educate each other about the different aspects of the area. Now we’re actually starting to look at components that could end up in a management plan. I think this is a great example of, between the Yolo Basin Foundation and the Delta Protection Commission, being able to provide a forum for all the interested parties from their diverse perspectives, whether it be Ag or water management or land use or habitat restoration, so it’s great to have all those players at the table.      

Zack Cunningham: What kinds of activities go on in the Lower Yolo Bypass? 

Linda Fiack: You’ll see everything in the lower bypass from private duck clubs, habitat management, particularly waterfowl, the Yolo Basin Foundation conducts a great educational program there, and you want to assure that the flood capacity of the bypass is not compromised. 

Zack Cunningham: So with the numerous things that go on down there, really, what the planning forum is trying to figure out is how to manage that entire area and incorporate all those different things, like you said clubs and education and flood capacity and agriculture, the best way they can. 

Linda Fiack: Yes, that’s it in a nutshell.  

Zack Cunningham: Well, if listeners would like some more information on the Lower Yolo Bypass, they can go to www.delta.ca.gov, and I hope that the planning forum progresses nicely. 

Linda Fiack: Thank you.

Zack Cunningham: Thanks Linda. 

Elissa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment@water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll here the answer on the next DWR Aquacast.
