 Central Valley Salmonid Project Workteam
Meeting Notes of March 23, 2006

Meeting Participants:  Alice Low (DFG), Kim Webb, Jim Smith and Pat Brandes (USFWS), Stan Allen (PSMFC), Jeff McLain (NOAA Fisheries), Ken Lentz (USBR) and Joe Miyamoto (EBMUD).

Review of minutes from last meeting. 

There were no changes to the minutes from the last meeting.  Jeff McLain volunteered to do the minutes for the next meeting.

Team mission statements

Alice Low announced the IEP website has been updated with the team’s mission statement.  Mission statements exist for the escapement and juvenile monitoring, Delta rearing and steelhead subteams.  Links to these subteams will be provided on the CVSPWT web page.  Joe Miyamoto asked about the posting of minutes from the subteams.  A sublink for the minutes for all of the teams will be under the CVSPWT.  Pat Brandes asked about the VAMP subteam which the team decided will be included as a satellite team under the CVSPWT.  The team recommended a San Joaquin subteam be formed with Tim Heyne, DFG as the chair.  Jeff offered to help Tim with that effort.
Conferences and workshops

Jeff McLain reported the AFS conference at San Luis Obispo March 30 – April 1 will include 150 presentations in 22 technical sessions including 17 salmon and 10 steelhead talks. 
The CALFED Science Conference will include salmon and sturgeon sessions.  Pat Brandes suggested progress reports be given on CALFED funded studies.  Conference abstracts are due June 2nd.
The World Ocean conference (“California and the World Ocean ‘06”) will be held in Long Beach on September 17-20, 2006.  Stan will forward conference information to the group (http://resources.ca.gov/cwo06/invitation.htm).
The Society for Conservation Biology will hold their national conference in San Jose on June 28 – 30th. 
The National Fishery Data summit will be held this fall in Salt Lake City, Utah.  The National Fish Habitat Initiative is paying for every state to send a commissioner or state representative.
Ocean harvest – Stan Allen 
DFG will open the recreational salmon fishery on April 1st in their regulations, but NMFS did not open anything under Federal jurisdiction.  The PFMC and F&G Commission will meet in early April to make a final determination of the seasons for this year.  Any closure will likely take two weeks to enact, so the recreational fishery may last up to a month.  Ken Lentz noted there have been no proposals for inside terminal fisheries this year.

Subteam reports

Sheila Greene is finalizing the State letter to be addressed to the CVSWPT on the upgrade fish salvage facilities for collecting genetics samples.  Ken Lentz indicated that the USBR is discussing the issue internally.
Jim Smith reported that close to 50 persons attended the Upper Sacramento subteam meeting which focused on coordination and communication of monitoring work.  A number of DWR biologists attended the meeting from their planning teams.  USBR studies on an enlarged Shasta Dam is an emerging issue.

The Escapement Monitoring subteam held a workshop on the latest monitoring techniques.  The new Digital Imaging Sonar can work in turbid water, but cannot identify to species and is very expensive.  The next subteam meeting will be April 25th at the Red Bluff FWS office.

NOAA Fisheries is proposing a fyke trap study for adult steelhead to determine relative abundance by river basin.  Large metal fyke traps would be placed above Freemont Landing on the Sacramento River and Veranlis on the San Joaquin River.  The fyke traps and study are designed after Richard Hallock’s original studies by CDFG.
Joe Miyamoto provided an update of the Delta Rearing subteam meeting.  The subteam recommended juvenile salmonid habitat be characterized and placed on a GIS map.  The habitat values may change with hydrology.  The use of the Delta by winter-run chinook needs to be determined from genetic samples.  Erin Chappell is separating the life stages of winter-run juveniles based on the size criteria which might provide some indication of Delta rearing, although race determination may be unrelated to size distribution curves.  Joe will provide a copy of his powerpoint presentation that summarizes the features of Delta rearing habitat, priority management questions, current studies and recommended future studies.

A meeting of the winter-run subteam is scheduled for April 27th.  Alice Low noted CUWA has a new update to the winter-run life cycle model developed by Steve Cramer.

Pat Brandes reported on the March 16th meeting of the VAMP technical group.  The HORB will not go in to protect Delta smelt this year. Dave Vogel will be releasing 100 sonic tagged chinook on May 2nd at Durham Ferry for recoveries at Old River, downstream of the San Joaquin split, Turner Cut and Prisoners Point.  The VAMP experiments may be delayed until April 22nd.  CWT Merced origin chinook will be released at Durham Ferry, Dos Reis and Jersey Point.  The hatchery fish have been infected with proliferative kidney disease (PKD).  Scott Foote will be giving a presentation on the disease at Stockton on April 10th from 10 am to noon.  PKD has been found in the natural production, but not in the Sacramento River fish.
Hatchery subteam – Alice Low
Kevin Niemala will chair the new hatchery subteam.  Alice Low distributed the draft mission statement which will be discussed at the first team meeting.  The subteam will consist of both hatchery managers and biologists and discuss topics such as constant fractional marking and HGMPs.  Alice will email the latest draft of the mission statement that incorporates Chuck Knutson’s comments.
Update on constant fractional marking (CFM) – Alice Low

The CFM program is scheduled for implementation in Spring 2007.  Jim Smith would like to use one of the Autofish systems for marking Coleman late-fall run chinook and steelhead later this summer.  Jim also reported the California Tagging Company is no longer in business due to retirements.  Stan Allen noted the tagging coordinator will be the first person to be hired for the new program, scheduled for later this Spring.

Pat Brandes asked about the outcome from the Newman and Hankin CFM contract.  Additional model runs were made by Allen Hicks to incorporate the actual observed recovery proportions.  The CFM report recommended a 33% mark rate, but approximately 20% of the fish are CWT’d in the Pacific Northwest.  Pat asked if the model was available for other uses.  The model may still be downloadable from the project website.
Regional Mark Processing Center – Stan Allen

Stan reported PSMFC just updated the website last week.  Stan received a request from Michelle Workman, EBMUD for a way to include steelhead recovery data in the RMPC database.  CWT release and recovery data is entered into the coastwide system using a standard format.  Additional information will be provided to the group on coordination and reporting of CWT recovery data at the next meeting.
CMARP III update – Alice Low

CALFED is supposed to have a monitoring program, data base and performance measures to show the projects are achieving the desired outcomes.  Performance measures might include cohort replacement rates, ocean harvest, natural production, hatchery production, spawning escapement or reduction in temperatures.  The science program is responsible for CMARP per CALFED ROD.  For the CVPIA, a similar effort is underway using the Performance Analysis Rating Tool (PART).
Future of CWT Program – Stan Allen

Stan provided a copy of the Pacific Salmon Commission’s expert panel recommendation on the future of cwt programs.  The panel was headed by Dr. Dave Hankin and Alice will provide a copy of the panel’s report to the CVSPWT email list.  The CWT will remain the preferred tool for stock assessments and fishery evaluations over the next five to ten years.  The panel recommends that future studies focus on providing quality data through QA/QC programs and adequate design for the expansion of catch and escapement sampling in areas where there is limited sampling.  Sampling programs should cover all fisheries, hatcheries and spawning grounds where indicator stocks are present.  Other stock assessment tools might include full genotyping and the non-invasive natural tag.

NOAA Fisheries Technical Recovery Team update – Alice Low

Alice reported that Steve Lindley drafted a paper on the viability of Central Valley winter-run, spring-run and steelhead.  The paper will be submitted for publication in the SF Estuary and Watershed Science electronic journal.  Another report on the historic populations of central valley salmonids has been completed.  
Russ Strock, NOAA Assistant Administrator is pushing to speed up the recovery planning process.  The first phase will be completed soon followed by the development of a monitoring element, research plan, overall recovery goals and definition of recovery.  Jeff McLain noted there is limited data on steelhead.

Next Meeting

The next team meeting will be May 25th at the CDFG Yolo wildlife conference room.
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