Central Valley Salmonid Project Work Team Meeting
November 8, 2006

DFG Conference Room

830 S Street Sacramento

Meeting Participants:  Alice Low (CDFG), Jim Smith and Kim 

Webb (USFWS), Serge Birk (CVPWA), Ken Lentz (USBR), Stan Allen and Braden Buttars (PSMFC), and Joe Miyamoto (EBMUD)

October Meeting Notes
The team reviewed the August 18, 2006 meeting notes.  No additional comments were made.  

Conferences and Workshops

The California Estuarine Research Society annual meeting will be March 18 – 20, 2007 at the Bodega Marine Laboratory.  The meeting will feature a special session on bar-built estuaries and salmon populations. 

The American Fisheries Society 2007 national meeting will be in San Francisco in September.  The call for papers is out now.
The reconstituted CALFED Independent Science Board will meet November 15 and 16, 2007 at the Federal Building in Sacramento.  One of the issues to be discussed will be the transition from Stage I to II actions.  The ERP is in need of stakeholder representation.

TNC will be holding a flow study workshop on December 12, 2007 in Sacramento.  Details of the workshop can be found at the Stillwater Sciences website.  Related talks at the CALFED Science conference indicated density dependent effects on winter-run Chinook might be due to limited spawning habitat in the upper Sacramento River.
The EWA workshop will be November 28, 29 and 30th.

Fall-run update

The estimated fall-run escapement into Battle Creek is 72,000.  The run is normally 80% complete by this date.  Higher flows in Cow Creek resulted in a run of 2,600 to date.  More spawners in the tributaries such as Cottonwood Creek may mean fewer spawners in the mainstem Sacramento.

Satellite Team Updates

The genetics subteam met on October 4, 2007 and reviewed graphics of juvenile spring run outmigration in Mill and Deer Creek during February and March.  The outmigration timing might be the result of good water temperatures.  
Michael Banks has a new study proposal to use run timing genes to distinguish Feather River fall-run from spring-run.  He is also studying genetics in real time monitoring to determine stock composition in the ocean fishery.  

Martha Volkoff is now in charge of the DFG genetic tissue archive.

The escapement subteam will meet on January 17, 2007 at DFG Yolo Wildlife headquarters to report on the fall-run escapements.  The contract for the escapement and steelhead monitoring plans is still in the works.

The steelhead subteam is scheduled to meet January 24th at DFG Yolo Wildlife Headquarters.
The Delta Rearing subteam met on September 30, 2007 to review proposals for acoustic telemetry studies.  Jon Burau presented his study plans using HTI telemetry tags to determine fish behavior at Clarksburg Bend under different Sacramento River flows.  Jon hopes to work with DWR contractors to incorporate a fish behavior component in a particle tracking model.  Pat Brandes will use Vemco tags to track the movements of late-fall run Chinook in the Sacramento River and in Steamboat and Sutter Slough and the DCC.  UCD will be providing a receiver array at key flow splits in the Delta.  Joe Miyamoto described the CUWA funded study to place Vemco tags in Mokelumne hatchery and wild steelhead.  The next meeting of the Delta subteam will be December 13th at 9 am at the DFG Yolo Wildlife Headquarters building.  Erwin Van Nieuwenhuyse will present a talk on the trophic status of the Central Delta and Tom Cannon will show photos of habitat used by juvenile salmon in the Delta.  Tom will also present a proposal to cwt salmon fry to determine their use of the Delta.  Stan Allen commented there may be some issues to consider under constant fractional marking if cwt fry are released.
Jim Smith noted for the winter-run subteam that five cwt winter-run were recovered from Battle Creek at the Coleman NFH Barrier Weir trap between March 15 and May 14, 2006. Based on mark to unmarked ratios found in the mainstem Sacramento River winter run return, about 35 winter-run are estimated to have entered Battle Creek.  High flows and turbidity in the creek precluded good spawning ground surveys to assess spawning success. Results from tissue sample analyses collected from unmarked returnees for genetic analysis will also be used to estimate the winter-run returns to Battle Creek.

The Jolly Seber winter-run escapement estimate is 17,300 fish of which 13% were hatchery fish.  Two redds were found below RBDD with the eggs possibly surviving because of this year’s lower water temperatures. 
The VAMP annual report will be out for review and is due to the SWRCB by the end of January.  The seventh year of a 12 year study has been completed, but only two or three years have met the study criteria (HORB in place).
The San Joaquin subteam has not met.  The Friant Settlement Agreement calls for introducing spring run by 2012.  The subteam needs to be expanded to include more local stakeholders.  

The hatchery subteam developed a mission statement.  The initial meeting was well attended by hatchery personnel, but not by agency biologists.  Alice Low gave an overview of the constant fractional marking program and the status of the development of HGMPs was reported for each hatchery.

IEP Salmon Review

The charge from the management team and advisors was to review salmon monitoring programs valley wide.  The CVSPWT would like to see a clearer scope of work for the proposed review.  Besides a description of existing monitoring programs, some judgement may be needed to consolidate the programs.

Constant Fractional Marking Program

The first mass marking trailer was delivered to Coleman national fish hatchery and used to mark some late-fall run Chinook salmon.  The other three trailers are scheduled for delivery by the end of January.  

The team discussed the recovery phase of the program.  A new CALFED proposal will be submitted next year so a program can be in place within two years of when the cwt fish are scheduled to return.  It will be important to determine the proportions of hatchery and wild fish in the catch and escapement.
Alice reported the Chinook marking policy was delayed for consideration before the F&G commission.  The policy would require marking of Chinook at the DFG approved making rate.  Some agencies may need assurances there will be a plan for recoveries before they fund the marking process. Currently there are no plans to move to mark selective fisheries.  If the PFMC allowed mark selective fisheries, a three year lead time would be required to mark fish.
Scale aging program

Joe Duran has been hired and will work out of the Santa Rosa office and will be helping with the fall-run scale collections.  The data will be used to generate age specific escapement numbers.  
O&M Review of the Tracy Fish Facility – Ken Lentz

Ken Lentz reported a review of the ten minute count stations is underway to identify what information should be collected at the Tracy Fish Facility.  The marking shed is being overhauled.  Ken will share the final document with the team.

San Joaquin River Settlement Agreement

The San Joaquin River Settlement Agreement has been finalized.  Some existing CVPIA funds may be diverted in future years for San Joaquin River restoration.
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