Central Valley Salmonid Project Work Team Meeting
January 25, 2006

Yolo Wildlife Area Conference Room

Meeting Participants:  Serge Birk (CVPWA), Sheila Greene (DWR), Pete Adams (NOAA Fisheries), Stan Allen (PSMFC), Alice Low (CDFG), Jim Smith (USFWS) and Joe Miyamoto (EBMUD)

October Meeting Notes
The team reviewed and approved the October meeting notes.

Genetics Letter on Sampling at Delta Fish Salvage Facilities

Alice reported the letter was sent to John Davis and Raphael Torres last November and no response has been received to date.  Sheila will draft a letter of funding recommendation for Barbara McDonnell.
Team’s Mission Statement
Alice provided a copy of the updated mission statement for the team.  Each subteam is to provide Alice with a copy of their mission statement for posting on the website.

Serge Birk asked about the team’s role and linkage to SDIP.  The team generally does not perform project specific reviews, but may advise SDIP where to get information.  DWR and USBR could request the team’s assistance.  In general, the projects are operated under the CALFED management process and IEP provides some support for monitoring.

Conferences and Workshops

The EWA Science workshop was held last September.  The comments from the four independent scientists is posted on the CALFED science program website.  Jim Cowan indicated the EWA is too small to determine population level effects.  Kenny Rose said all models fall short of depicting the real world but help you organize your thoughts.  A similar effort needs to be made to quantify the population level effects for the ERP.  Serge Birk said an effort is being made to quantify the benefits of the CVPIA.
Sheila noted that Bryan Manley will be conducting a statistical analysis of the data set used by Bruce Herbold and Tina Swanson on the effects of the export pumps on Delta smelt.  Both Bruce and Tina came up with divergent answers using the same data set.

Joe Miyamoto asked about the status of the 2006 DWR and DFG studies to track the movements and predation rates of juvenile steelhead migrating through CCFB.  This study will be important since Jim Cowan questioned the assumed loss rate.  Sheila will contact Roger Churchwell for an update on the sonic tracking study.

The California Nevada chapter of the American Fisheries Society will be holding the annual meeting conference in San Luis Obispo on March 30 – April 1, 2006.   A special session will be held for anadromous fish species.  Salmon talks will include the Knights Landing rotary screw trap monitoring program, Battle Creek salmon and steelhead restoration, winter-run salmon modeling and Klamath River fisheries.
A workshop on new escapement survey techniques will be held February 16 from 9:30 am to noon at the DFG Yolo Wildlife Headquarters conference room.  

The CVPIA Restoration Fund Roundtable will meet at the end of February or beginning of March.  The goals and objectives of the CVPIA AFRP 3406B are being evaluated per OMB directive to determine program efficiency under the Program Assessment and Rating Tool developed by the National Park Service.  Metrics for evaluating the program will be developed by July 1st.  A group of agency and stakeholder representatives will synthesize five or six performance indicators.

The National Fish Habitat Initiative is being developed to improve fishery habitat.  The initiative is patterned after the wildlife habitat joint venture initiative.  Several million in funds will be made available to the states for fisheries restoration projects.  Stan is serving on a national sub-team that will identify data sources.
The CALFED Science conference will be held October 23 – 25, 2006 in Sacramento.
The Salmonid Restoration Federation annual conference will be February 22 – 25 in Santa Barbara. 

Subteam Reports

Sheila announced there was a huge preservation failure of tissue samples collected for genetic analysis during the later part of 2004 and the beginning part of 2005.  The samples were degraded and the DNA did not amplify for analysis at both the Santa Cruz (Carlos Garza) and OSU (Michael Banks) laboratories.  Most of the bad samples were taken from the SWP and upstream escapement monitoring programs.  The solution is to avoid a backlog of sample analysis so the problem can be detected in a timely manner that allows for the collection of additional samples.

The Upper Sacramento PWT will meet on March 9th and discuss north of Delta off-stream storage issues.  The meeting will be chaired by Eric Lester of the Northern District Office.

The Escapement PWT met the day before and reviewed the Central Valley-wide spawning escapements for 2005.  The valley wide natural fall-run escapement was 216,000 including 13,000 grilse.  The hatchery escapement was 188,000 with 142,000 returning to the Coleman NFH.  Jim Smith noted that only 20,000 fall-run spawned in lower Battle Creek.  The ocean harvest was 340,000 commercial, 60,000 sport and 83,000 skiff fishery and will be posted on the PFMC website.  The ocean fishery was closed in June to protect weak Klamath stocks which have not met the floor escapement goal of 35,000 fish over the last two years.  If the floor escapement is not met for three years in a row, widespread closures will occur including the central California coastal areas which historically have accounted for lots of Klamath origin salmon.  Juvenile Chinook catches off the coasts of Oregon and Washington have been near zero suggesting poor ocean conditions the previous spring.  The escapement to the San Joaquin tributaries was low with only 600 fish returning to the Tuolumne River. 

Monitoring plans will be developed for the escapement and steelhead monitoring programs under CALFED directed actions.  The plans will be developed by a team including a biologist, data base manager and statistician.  PSMFC will hire the staff in May.
The steelhead PWT will meet in April and will work on the steelhead monitoring plan.

The juvenile monitoring PWT has requested data on lampreys for developing a poster for the AFS San Luis Obispo conference.  The team will meet April 12th to discuss data dissemination and storage requirements.

The Winter-Run PWT meets the day after.  Jim Smith reported high winter-run spawning escapement of 15,730 fish including 9,000 adult females.  The Livingston Stone Hatchery escapement was about 3,000 fish.  The 2005 escapement was the highest number since 1982.
Jim Smith provided notice that funding to mark 100% of the late-fall run production from Coleman NFH may be lost.  The cost to tag 1.0 million late-fall Chinook is from $150,000 to $200,000.  The program has helped to reduce the misidentification of winter run from late fall-run at the export pumps.  The tags have been paid by IEP and the tagging was paid by B(2) funds.  Alternate funding through the CAMP program should be explored.  

Joe Miyamoto reported the Delta Rearing PWT met December 14, 2006.  Tom Cannon provided the results from the Fishery Foundation’s  beach seine studies funded by AFRP at Kimball, Decker and Sherman Islands and the Sacramento River near Three Mile Slough. Juvenile Chinook were most abundant in March and second in abundance to inland silversides.  The team suggested the studies address gear efficiency and habitat preference since abundance data is being collected in the USFWS beach seine surveys. 

Ted Sommer presented his recent paper to the Delta Rearing PWT on the opportunity and risk of the Yolo Bypass floodplain for juvenile salmon rearing.  Ted indicated juvenile salmon were present in both pools and channels and stranding was most pronounced near the weir structures.  Ted thought the floodplain habitat was a bet hedging strategy by providing a diversity of habitats that might provide better growth rates in some years, but  increased stranding risk in other years.  Ted presented patterns of outmigration based on releases of tagged hatchery fish near the Fremont Weir and rotary screw trapping at the end of the bypass.  The team debated whether the loitering pattern indicated delays to out-migration and increased exposure to predation or usage of the floodplain for extended rearing.  Tom Cannon noted stranding risk is greatest when there is only one flooding event which isolates the salmon in pools.  A second flood event is needed to provide an opportunity for the juvenile salmon to leave the floodplain.  Tom noted that the isolated pools are difficult to sample but he has found them in many isolated pools.
Joe reported the next meeting of the Delta Rearing PWT will be March 15 and the team will focus discussion on what constitutes good juvenile rearing habitat in preparation for a future CALFED directed action.

Hatchery PWT

Alice reported she received positive feedback on the formation of a hatchery PWT from Armando Quinones and Chuck Knutson.  Jim Smith received positive feedback from their disease lab, his management, and Scott Hamilberg at CNFH.  Jim Smith offered Kevin Niemala as the team leader and he suggested the CVSPWT provide Kevin with the team’s purpose and scope.  Some of the team’s functions might be to exchange information on fish culture techniques, identify opportunities for sharing equipment, coordination of the CFM, and compatibility with habitat restoration efforts.  The deadline to provide Jim Smith with input of the team’s charge is February 8, 2006.
Constant Fractional Marking (CFM)
The CFM program is funded through a CALFED directed action and is on schedule to begin tagging spring 2007.  The four marking mass marking trailers will be ordered this spring at a cost of 1.0 million per trailer.  A 25% mark rate will be funded by CALFED for two years.  The cost for tags will be $1.4 million.  Alice thought the continuation of the tagging program beyond 2009 will be added to the individual hatchery budgets.  The escapement monitoring plan will address the sampling rates needed to recover tags from the CFM.  Serge suggested the CAMP program might help fund the recovery of tags.  Bart Prose is heading up that program for the USFWS.

IEP Plus

Randy Brown has not held any recent meetings of the committee.  The water quality elements of the plan are being developed by Roger Fuji of USGS.

Status of CALFED Directed Actions

Jim Smith noted some additional provisions from DFG on the CALFED contracts which are problematic for federal agencies.  
Next Meeting

The next meeting of the team will be Thursday March 23, 2006 at the Sacramento National Wildlife Refuge headquarters from 10 am to 1:00.
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